Sudden infant death syndrome. The role of putrefactive toxins in respiratory paralysis and cerebral coma.
The Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) is responsible for the death of 10,000 infants annually in the U.S.A. The cause of these deaths is not known; all SIDS infants studied died during sleep in a silent fashion and there are no specific lesions observable post mortem. It may be of significance, however, that nearly half of SIDS infants had a respiratory tract infection in the last two weeks of life while forty percent had bloody froth over their mouths when found, presumably pulmonary oedema fluid. It is hypothesis that improper feeding or diarrhoea may likewise be involved in SIDS and that enterotoxins from putrefactive products are the precipitating event in this syndrome.